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MEETING NOTES: 
 
Participants discussed the attached THA presentation on gate safety, the need for awareness, and areas 
of THA focus (such as voluntary standards, building codes, regulation, legislation) to help prevent deaths 
and severe injuries in the future. 
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Gate Safety



On December 19, 2019, seven-year-old Alex 

Quanbeck was tragically killed when a poorly 

designed and ill-maintained gate fell on him 

while he played football with his friends 

during recess at a school in Marin county.

Born From Tragedy, Guided By Love



Sadly, We Are Not Alone

Recent OSHA petition 

indicated there have 

been 48 severe injuries 

or fatal incidents

involving gates at 

California workplaces 

since 1990



How We Prevent This From Happening Again

➢ Ensure all gates have fall-over posts

➢ Design and maintenance of proper gate stops

➢ Install gates on level ground so they can’t travel on their own

➢ Ensure safety mechanisms function properly

Swing Gates

Rolling Gates



Standards Already Exist To Protect Us



Industry Professionals Are Joining The Cause

CPSC has previous 

experience with PSA 

efforts regarding

automatic gates



Our Ask Today:   Protecting Our Citizens

“The cost of safeguard devices capable of preventing gates 

from unexpectedly falling over during routine and normal 

operation is modest, especially when compared to the 

magnitude of potential damage and / or injury that could 

result in the absence of such safeguard devices.”

Bill Kelley

Deputy Director

Building and Safety County of Marin



Thank You!
Eric Quanbeck




