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Play is a natural activity for every young child 
Play provides many opportunities for children 

to learn and grow-physically, mentally and 
socially If play 1s the child's work then toys are 
the child's tooh, and appropriate toys can help 
children do their work well. 

Young Lhildren explore objects; 1n their envi­
ronment by "mouthing" them. Children can choke 
to death on ~uch item-;. These ttems include toy-; 
(such as balloons and small balls), and household 
and food Hems (such as hot dogs, peanuts, pop­
corn, coms, battenes, etc.). Although toys intend­
ed for young chtldren should be free of small part~ 
that could cause a choking incident, toys intended 
for older chddren may find their way mto the 
hands of younger children. Reminder: Be sure 
to keep ALL small items out of the hands of 
children who mouth objects, especially children 
under the age of three. Remind three and four 
year olds to keep such items out of their 
mouths. Instruct older children to keep these 
items out of reach of younger children. 

This booklet offers suggestions for selectmg 
smtable toys for children birth to S years of age. 
It was prepared by the U S Con~umer Product 
Safety Comm1s~10n, the government agency that ts 
charged with protecting the public against 
unreasonable nsks of tnJury associated with 
consumer products. 

A parent or, friend choosing a toy for a child 
must consider several things A good toy 

should be 

• safe for thal child's age, well constructed, and 
durable; 

• appealing and mteresung to the child; 

• .•wiled lo the child's physical capab1ht1es, and 

• suited to the child's mental and social 
development. 

This booklet provides .-;ome guidelines to help in 

selectmg toys that meet these cntena. The sugges­
tions m th,s booklet are based on three sources 
(I) review of reference works on child develop 
ment, (2) observations of children at play, and 
(3) product analyses of toys to determine which 
characteristic~ are most cnt1cal m defining the 
appropnale ages of the intended u~ers. 

T his booklet 1s organized 111 the following way 
Bnef outlines of chtldrens' ABILITIES AND 

INTERESTS are followed by categorized TOY 
LISTS for each of five age gro~ps. 

The five age groups are 
Young infants (b1rth to 6 months) 
Older mfants (7 to 12 months) 
Young toddlers ( l year olds) 
Older toddlers (2 year olds) 
Preschoolers (age.s 3, 4 and 5) 



AHILJ'l'f ES ANI> INTERESTS \CdlOII', 1, ... 1 

phy..,1L.tl, mcnl,il dnd ',Olldl l1bd1l1c..,.ind tiller C',h 

tor cad1 age that Jrc pdrl1cular ly relevant to selecl-
111g .1pp1 oprwte toy.., Note tht.11the.:;c lish indicate 
avn.ige development-the age rJnge at which the 
''average'' child can be expected to achieve a par­
ticular .<,kill or develop a <,pec1f1c interest The ages 
m the text are only approximate Children develop 
skills at uneven rates-any one cluld may be 
"above average" m one slull and "below average" 
m another slull For an md1v1dual child, the parent 
1s the best Judge of the child's ab1ht1es and interests 
at any point m his or her development, and should 
select toys ~ultable for that child's profile of capa­
b11It1es. 

'fOY L!S1' ,;;ect1ons give toy suggestions in six 
maJor categories with subcategones under each to 
help m findmg a particular toy type The maJor 
categories and subcategories are listed on the fol­
lowing page Note that these sections do not consti­
tute a comprehensive ltst of all toy products that 
might be suitable for a particular age They do sug­
gest general toy types smtable for that age group 
This booklet does not Judge the play value or bene­
fits of specific toys. For example, suitable types of 
proJectlle toys are descnbed m the TOY LISTS, 
although the potential safety hazards of these toys 
lead many m the field to recommend against them. 

ALL TOYS (a general category onentmg the con­
sumer to special features of toys that are relevant 
to the particular age group). 

ACTIVE PLAY 
Pu:;,h and Pull Toy~ 
R1<le-On Toys 
Outdoor and Gym Equipment 
Sports Equipment 

MANIPULATIVE PLAY 
Construction Toys 
Puzzles 
Pattern-Makmg Toys 
Mampulauve Toys 
Dressing, Lacing and Strmgrng Toys 
Sand and Water Play Toys 

MAKE-BELIEVE PLAY 
Dolls 
Stuffed Toys 
Puppets 
Role Play Matenals 
Play Scenes 
Transportation Toys 
ProJectlle Toys 

CREATIVE PLAY 
Musical Instruments 
Art and Craft Matenals 
Aud10-V 1sual Eqmpment 

LEARNING PLAY 
Games 
Specific Skill Development Toys 
Books 
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1 OY SAFETY. MaJOI a red'> of con~1derat1011 

trn .ill 1or, ;11e-,;ifety und du1ahtllly Toys, ..,hould 
be<. om11 ucted to w1th1.,tand the u::,e-, .md abu~e'> ot 
l11ildrcn 111the ,tge r.rng.e for wll,ch the toy r.; 

.1rp1 opt ,ate. 
The U <; Con..,u111c1P10dull Safety C'rnn1111\-

1.,1on(CPSC) ha" ..,<1te1yregu/at,om fo1 certain toys 
M.mutac tu1er'i mu<,l de'i1gn and manufacture their 
r10duct1., to meet the..,e 1egulat1on'i 1.,0 that harnrJou'i 
p1oduch ,11c not '>Old In .idcil!Hrn. m,my toy manu-
1.tcllirc,...,aJ...,o,1dhe1e to the toy indu'it1y·.., YDluntc1ry 
...,,1tet y q;mda1 d'i. 

What the Government Does: 

M,rndatory Toy Safety Regulations 

For All Ages 

• No shock or thermal hazards m electncal toys 
• Amount of lead m toy paint severely limited 
• No toxic matenals moron toys 
• Art matenals used by children under I 2 should be 

non-hazardous and indicate they confonn with 
ASTM D-4236 

• Latex balloons and toys and games with latex bal­
loom must be labeled warning of the chokmg and 
~uffocat1on hazards associated with pieces of and 
unmfiated ba1loons 

Under Age 3 

• Unlrn::ak.1Llc~ will w11h-;t.1nd use and abuse 
• No 'in.all part\ or pieces; which could become 

lodged 111the th10.1l 

• Infant rattles large enough not to become lodged m 
child's throat and constrncted so as not to separate 
111to~mall pieces 

• No halls with diameter<; 1 75 inches or lc-;s 

For Ages 3 through 6 

• All toys ~rnd games wlth small parts must be labeled 
to warn of the choking hazard to young children 

For 3 years and older 

• The follow mg toys must be labeled to warn of the 
choking hazard to young children 
• All balls and toys and games with balls; with a 

diameter l 75 inches or less, and 
• All ma1 bles and toy<; and games with marbles 

Under Age 8 

• No electnc.1lly operated toy'i with heating 
clement<;. 

• No \hat p pomt'i on toys. 
• No sharp edge~ on toys. 

CPSC also can remove from the marketrlace toy-; 
p, esentmg hazards not coveted by the regulat1on'i. 

What the lndu-,try Doe~: 

Volunta1y Stand,ud trn Toy 'Safety 



liil'V ill IL'111ovul l1n111 lllL LIiii \\ltL'II h.ihll''- L.lll 

l)ll\li 11p (lll 11,1/l(h .111d kllU'\ (l!l )lll'Yl'lll \ll,111)-!flll!!l 

• M.t!-.l'\ "ljlH ..T/l' loy.., ,!IHI ILTlhl'r.., Lu gc l'll(lugh 

not to hnrnnc lodµL'd Ill .in 111L111t.., lhlll,11 

• A\\llll''- th.tt thL' lid ol a toy lhc\l will '>l,1y open 

in ,111y pn<.,1tlon to whKh 1t ,.., rn,..,e<l dnd not /;_ill 

unexpel tculy on J lhild. 

• L1m1t'-.\II 111g length on crib ,md p\<1) pen toy.., to 

1ecfucethe r,..,1-,.of \l1angult1t1on\ 

\\'hat a Parent Can Do: 

Reduce Chokmg Ri'>k 

• Look for ,ma re;,,1dage and \afery /Jbeh Any 1oy 

lhdl I'> age labeled tor Lhtld,en three yeJr\ and 

older '>hould be kept dWdY from children under 
the age ot three - <,uch toy<:, may have -,mall 

pJ1 ,~ and could cau~e chokmg 1f placed 111the 
•mouth. 

• Keep umnftated balloom. and broken balloon 
piece~ awdy from children. 

• Rounded and oval obJeCt\ (e g , ball\, marble-" 
etc ) thar tit easily mlo a child's mouth may be 
difficult to remove trom d throat and could caw,e 
choking. 

Reduce Strangulation Risk 

lo ll,111g luj'> .llto..,,,, ,1 lltb rn tu till' ',Ilk ol ,1 L11b) 

p,c..,l·111.1 \l1,111guLit1on 11'>h \\hL·11 h,1IHL''> .11c JU"I 

\l,I1!1111_! 10 pu"h up 011 h,111d, ,111d knee\, u\u,dly 

,1hrn11 ~ month.., ol .igc REMOVE ALL CRIB 
IO\'~ WHICH ARES l'RUNG ACROSS 
l'RIH OR PLAYPEN AREA WHEN BABIES 
BEGIN TO PlJ~H UP ON HANUS AND 
KNEES OR ARE 5 MONTHS OF AGE. 
WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST. 

General To~ Safety 

• Keep toy\ rntended for older child,en away from 
:-,ounger chrldren - such toy~ may tllJure young 

children. 

• Check ,ill IO)'"i per 1od1cally for b1eJkage and poten-

11.11hn,ud~ - damaged or dangerous; toy~ '>hould 

be repaired m thrown away 11nmediately. 

• St01e 1oy~ 5alely- teach children to put toys away 
-,o they are not tnppmg h<llaid~. check roy boxe,,, 
and shelve-. tor ~afety. 

For further information write to the: 

V S Consumer Product Safety Comm1ss1on 
Washington, D C 20207 

Or call the toll-free hotline: 

To report a toy related complaint, call the toll­
free hotline; 

l-800-638~CPSC 
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Where to Find Toys Suitable For Your Child: 

• If your child 1~ an infant age 6 month~ or younger, 
go to page 6. 

• It your child 1,;; an mfant between 7 and 12 
months, go to page 9. 

• If your chi Id 1s a I year old, go to page 13. 
• [f your child 1-, ,1 2 year old. go ro page 19. 
• If your child 1s a pre~chooler age 3. 4 or 5 year~. 

go to pdge 24. 

ABILITIES AND INTERESTS 
Young Infants O to 6 Months 

PHYSICAL 
• visual focus matures-follows obJects with eyes. 
• learns to local1ze sounds and turns to see. 
• gains control of hands-learns to bat, then 

reach and grasp obJects. 
• discover~ feet-bnng,;, feet to mouth and ex­

plore" with feet. 
• begms to sit with support. 
• large mu~cle play may include rolling. scoOl­

ing. roe.king, bouncing. 

MENTAL 
• explore\ world wuh eye-.; and ear-, and begin~ 

to explore with hand\ and feet Jnd mouth. 
• cn1oy.., crea1mg etfecti., rn the environment hy 

own dCtlOll'>. 

• bcg1m to tlx.ogm1c lc1mil1ar people- ohJCLh 

,tnd cvcnh~ then ro ,rn11c1patcthem. 

• bcu>lllC'> .iw.i1 c ul novelty .1nd '>II ,ingenc-,., Ill 

people, obJects and event~. 
• develops def1mte preferences for certain peo­

ple, objects and events. 
• may 1m1tate simple movements 1f in own 

repert01re. 
• doe~ ont thing at a time. 

SOCIAL 
• special mterest m people (faces and voices es­

pecially). 
• begins to smile at faces, voices and mirror 

image. 
• quit'> crying when see\ face or hears voice. 
• begins to seek attention and contact wnh 

people. 
• d1stmgu1shes among familiar people and ha\ 

preferences. 
• begins to coo and gurgle, babble and laugh 

aloud, play with sounds. 
• listens lo voices and may 1m1tate sounds al­

ready in own repertoire. 



TOYS FOR YOUN<; INli"ANTS-0 TO 6 MONTHS 

ALI, I OY~ 

foy, for th,, ,1gc ,ire prnn<lrily for lookmg 
li,1e111ng "uckrng or lingcrrng. 

Inf.mt<; 0-2 month,; cnJoy \ecing and hearing 
interesting thing~. 

InfJnh 2 6 month<; show growing intere~t in 
touching holdmg, balling turning, !:>hak­
rng kicking mouthing and tasting objects. 

Infant!:> like to \CC 

• bright prnnary color~. 
• high contra<,!. 
• simple design\, 
• clear Imes and features. 
• human face feature,;; (esp eyes). 
• bull ,;; eye pattern. 

Infants en1oy watchrng hanging objects or 
'mobiles· that move by wind, wind-up 

<1l11on. or mfant's own acl!v1ty. 

Toy" for watching ,;;hould be -.uspended only 
8-14 inc he~ {200-160 mm) trom the 
infant'-; eye,;; and <.1ngled toward h1'>/her 
eyes, then moved up out ot reach when 
he/-.he can touch them. 

AC I IV!-, PLAY MANIPlJLA l IVE PLAY 

Pu-.h and Pull f(n'i 

not HIited lo age g, oup 

Ride-On Toys 
not suaed w age group 

Outdoor or Gym Equipment 
infant swing~ (with adult <;uperv1\1on). 

Construction Toys 
from abow 4 11wmhs 

• ,oft block'>. 

Puzzles 
1101swted to age g10up 

Pattern Makmg Toys 
not s1111ed10 age group 

Manipulative Toys 
{, m11 ulw111 6-R 11l!eh1 

• s1mplt: rattles. 
• teethers. 
• light, sturdy cloth toys. 
• 5queele toys. 
• toys suspended above or to the side of 

infant for batting and gr.1spmg. 

j, om about 4 months 
• disks, keys on nng. 
• interlocking plastic nngs. 
• small hand-held mampu!ables. 
• toys on suction cups. 
• crib gyms (children who can pu<;hup on 

hands and knees can \trangle on crib 
gyms ~ be sure 10 remove crib gym 
from crib or playpen Jt !Im lime). 
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.TOYS FOR YOUNG INFANTS-0 TO 6 MONTHS (Cont'd) 

ALL TOYS ACTIVE PLAY MANIPULATIVE PLAY 

Toy~ for watching are more dppealing 1f 
they move and make no15.e (but movement 
should be slow and noise not too loud or 
sudden). 

Infant~ enJoy vanety. 

Infants enJoy producing effects on toys by 
their own act1v1ty. 

Toy.., !or holding -,hould be light Jnd ed<.y to 
grd\p, 

Mouth<lble toy'> \hould h,ive all safety fea­
tures recomnwnded tor 1ntJ11t.., 

• no sharp pomt:. or ,edge:. 
• no small parts to be lodged in throat. 

cars, nose. 
• no electrical parts. 
• nontoxic mntenab. 
• no glass or brittle plasuc. 
• no part:.. to entrap finger:., toes, hands. 
• no long '>trmg..,. 

Sport!:. Equipment 
from about 6-8 weeks 

• clutch halls. 
• texture balls. 
• :,,oft squeeze balls. 

(All b<1lb given to 1h1<, age grour :,,hould be di 

\eJ:,t l-1/4 mche:.. (44 mm) in diameter. 
however ii any obJect ,1ppear:.. to fit eJ'>ily in 

the child "nrnuth keep 1t av.av from the 
child l 

Dressing, Lacing, Stringing Toys 
1101 mered ro age group 

Sand and Water Play Toys 
not swted to age group 
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TOYS FOH. YOUNG INFANTS-0 TO 6 IVIONTHS 

MAKE-BELIEVE PLA\ 

Oplls 
• c,Oft baby dolls, sofl-bod1cd doll<;, or 

rag dolls-all with molded (not loose) 
hair. 

Stuffed Toys 
• <;mall plush animals. 
• music box animals (operated and molll­

tored for safety by adult,). 
• grab-on c.oft toys. 

Puppets 
• <,olt hand puppets (held and moved by 

adult,;;). 

Role-Play Materials 
• mirrors (large. unbreakable) fastened 10 

crib, playpen or wall (peak interest in 

mrrrors 4-6 months). 

Play Scenes (Including Small Figures) 
nor suited ro age group 

Transportation Toys 
nor surred w age g1aup 

Projectile Tovs 
not swred to age group 

CREA11VE PLAY 
(Jr1~ cr,1l1~. music) 

Musical Instruments 
,wr ward tn aRe grrmp 

Art and Craft Materials 
not Juited 10 age g,oup 

Audio-Visual Equipment (Adult Operated) 
• records tapeci or CD, (gentle regular 

rhythm,; lu!lab1e<;). 
• muci1c boxe-.. 

LEARNING PLAY 

Games 
nor swted to age group 

Specific Skill Development Toys 
nor suited to age group 

Books 
may en Joy listening to a s;tory being read. 
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ABILITIES AND INTERESTS 

Older Infants 7 to 12 Months 

PHYSICAL 
• begms to sit alone. 
• begins to creep and crawl onto or into things. 
• begins to pull to a stand, cruise (walk hold­

mg furniture), and walk alone (10-16 months). 
• interest m moving about and practicing 

motor skills. 
• develop<, "pincer" (thumb and finger) grasp 

and begins to hold Objects with one hand 
while mampulatmg them with the other. 

• with obJects wants to bang, insert, poke, 
twist, squeeze, drop, shake, bite, throw, 
open/shut, push/pull, empty/fill, drag along. 

• enjoys bath play-k1ckmg and splashing. 

MENTAL 
• interest rn appearing and disappearing (ob­

Jects and people)~develop) ''ob1ect perma­
nence'' (looks for object out of sight at 
approximately 11 months). 

• interest m container/contamed relat1onsh1p­
hkes to empty cupboards, drawers, and con­
tainers of objects. 

• interest m lettmg go and dropping objects 
(will use stnng to pu!I back vamshed 
obJects). 

• interest m explora£1on and lrke~ many obJects 
to explore. 

• likes to operate simple mechanisms 
(open/shut, push/pull) and create effects. 

• remembers people, object~, games, actions 
with toys-shows persistence and interest m 
novelty. 

• begmnmg interest m picture books. 

SOCIAL 
• may fear strangers or react to 

change-plays best with farn1liar person 
nearby. 

• watches and may 1m1tate others. 
• ~ens1t1ve to social approval and disapproval. 
• interest m gettmg attention and creating 

social effects. 
• en Joys simple social games • 'peek~a-boo,'' 

''bye-bye': 
• babbles and plays wtth language-may try to 

1m1tate sounds. 
• recognizes own name and may begin to pomt 

to named objects or obey simple commands. 
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TOYS FOR OLDER INFANTS-7 TO 12 MONTHS 

ALL TOY,r., 

Infant~ 7-9 month:, mtcrc\tcd in longer .ind 
more ex1em,1vecxplor,1t1on of toy~ lnfanb 
of this age like to 
• bang 
• insert 
• poke 
• twist 
• \queeze 
• drop 
• :,hake 
• b11e 
• throw 
• open <1ndshut 
• empty and fill 

Infants 10-12 monlhs ~how begrnmng in­

terest 111 obJect mastery and I 1ke many ob­
Jecb to explore Infant'> of th1:, ..1ge like 
• slacking. 
• putting in and tak mg out. 
• pouring out. 
• fitting one obJect into another. 
• opening and closing. 
• pressing lever~. 
• turning thmgs (not unscrewing ye(). 
• pushmg balls and car~. 

ALTIVE PLAY MANIPULATIVE PLAY 

Pm,h and Pull Toys 
push toy:-. without rod:, (simple cdrs. 

anrmals on wheels or roller5)_ 

Ride-On Toys 
nor suited to age group 

Outdoor or Gym Equipment 
tnlanl swmgs (with adult superv1s1on). 
:,oft low d1mbrng platform for crawlers. 

Construction Toys 
sofl blocks. 
rubber blocks. 
rounded wood blocks. 

Puzzles 
from a how 10 months 

brightly colored, l1ghtwe1gh1 crib and 
playpen puzzles (2-3 preces). 

Pattern-Making Toys 
not suited ro age group 

Manipulative Toys 
teethe rs. 
light sturdy c!oth toys. 
toys on suction cups. 
smal!, hand-held man1pulables. 
disks/keys on rmgs. 
,queeze-squeal.. 10y:,. 

roly-poly toys. 
activity boxes and cubes. 
pop-up boxes {easy operation). 
containers with ob3ect to empty and fill. 
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TOYS FOR YOUNG INFANTS-7 TO 12 MONTHS (Cont'd) 

ALL TOYS ACTIVE PLAY MANIPULATIVE PLAY 

Generally, infants m this age range are in­

terested in 

• operating \tmple mecham,-ms. 
• containers and the container/con­

tained relat1onsh1p. 
• appearing and disappearing objects, 

A'> at earlier ,iges infant,- enJoy producing 
effects by their own actions. 

Toy.:.for infants 
• !>afe for mouthing. 
• non-toxic materials. 
• no sharp points or edges. 
• nonbreaJ..,1ble, no gla'>s or bn11le plastic. 
• no ,.mall parb to be lodged m throat, 

ear,., no~e. 
• no pans to entrap fingers toes, hand. 
• no long '>tnng .... 

Sports Equipment 
tran<,pdrent balls 
chime balh 
llutter bal I., 
,1ction ball:. 

( All balls given to tlm age group s,hould be at 
least 1-3/4 inches ( 44 mm) m d1..1meter, 
however 1f J.ny ob3ect appear-. 10 ht e<1sdy m 
the chtld's mouth, keep 1t awav from the 
child.) 

large rubber or pla ... 11c pop beJd',. 
simple nesting cups. 
scad.mg ring cones (few rmgs and ~afe 

slick). 
graspable (unbreakable) mirror toys which 

can be held and played wtth. 
lo-.e<; interest m cnb gym,. and toy<, -;u<,pended 

Jbove when cJn sit up and move dbout (crib 
gym<, cJn create a strdngul,111011hdzard 
,-top u-.1ng when child cJn push up on hamh 
,rnd knee'> JI ,lbout 5 months of age). 

Dressing, Lacing, Strmging Toys 
1101 m11ed10 age group 

Sand and Water Play Toys 
acuv1ty boxes for ba1h. 
s11nple floating toys. 
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TOYS FOR YOUNG INFANTS-? TO 12 MONTHS 

JVJAKJ•.-HELIJ~VJ•, PLAY (REAJIVEPLAY LEARNING PLAY 
(Mt~ cr,tlh n1U\ll) 

Doll'> 
• ,oft h,1by Jolls ~oft-bodied dolh. or 

r.ig dolh-all with molded (not looo.,e) 
hair. 

Stuffed Toys 
• small plu'>h arnmc1ls. 
• mu5ic box ,m1mals (operated and 

monitored for safety by adult). 
• grab or soft toy~. 
• big ~oft tor, for hugging and 

roughhouo.,ing. 

Puppet<; 
• '>olt hdnd puppets-child may handle but 

mu<;\ be operated as puppeb by adult 

Role Play Materials 
low wall-mounted rrnrror<; to see self sit, 

creep. crawl. etc. 

Play 5cenes (Including Small Figure<;) 
no! rn11edro age group 

Transportation Toys 
o.,1mple pu:,h c.ns (one-piece). 

Projectile Toys 
nor nmed 10 age group 

Musical lmtrument'i 
• rubber or wood blod,-.. chat rattle or 

tinkle. 

Art and Craft Materials 
f,0111 abo11r 12 mrmrhs 

• large paper. 
• large crdyon<; for scribbling. 

Audio-V1<;ual Equipmenl (Adult Operated) 
• records, tapes, or CDs (simple songs, 

lullab1es, music with simple rhythms). 
• music boxes. 

Games 
nor rnrted ro age gtoup 

Specific Skill Development Toys 
1101 s1111ed to age group 

Books 
• cloth books. 
• plastic boob. 
• <,mall cardboard books. 

Note Some c/11/dr('I/ cnJO\' "lap 1ewf111g" 
(bemg read to) from thH Of;e Ortll'ard. 
When adulr-held, paper p1crure bool..s me 
app, opt wlc. 
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ABILITIES AND INTERESTS 

Young Toddlers (l Year Olds) 

PHYSICAL 
• endles.s exercise of phys.1cal skills. 
• likes to lug, dump, push, pull, pile, knock 

down, empty and fill. 
• likes to climb-can manage small indoor 

steps. 
• manipulatwn 1s more exploratory than 

skillful. 
• active 111terest 111 mult1ple small obJects. 
• by 2 years, can kick, catch a large ball. 
• by 2 years, can string large beads, turn 

knob, use screw motion. (Al! beads given 
to tht, ,1ge g!Oup -.hould be al lea'il 1-3/4 
mche-, (44 mm) m diameter. however, 1f 
.iny oh1ecr appea,.., to fir e,hlly in the child\ 
mouth. keep it away from the child.) 

MENTAL 
• interest in causing effects. 
• interest m mechani..,ms <lnd ob1ects that move 

or can be moved-prefers action toys. 
• combmes obJeCt'-. with other ob3ech-mJke_.., 

.1i1mpleblock structure..,, uses simple stacking 
toys.. does simple puzzle-;. 

• very cunous-comtant expenmentatwn with 
obJects. 

• rntere">t m h1dden-ob1ect toys. 
• at I 1/2to 2 years, groups/matches s1m1lar 

obJects-enJoys simple sorting toys. 
• 1dent1f1es ob1ects by pomtmg-can 1dent1fy 

pictures m book. 
• en Joys water, sand play. 
• makes marks on paper, scribbles spon­

taneously. 
• first 1m1tat1ve play-1m1tat1on of adult tasks, 

espec1ally caretakmg and housekeeping tasks. 

SOCIAL 
• most solitary play--relates to adults better 

than to children. 
• tncs to do adult tasks . 
• expresses affection for others-shows prefer­

ence for certain soft toys, dolls. 
• likes being read to, looking at picture books, 

likes nursery rhymes. 
• by I 1/2, enJoy<., interactive games such as tag. 

I \ 



TOY~ FOi< YOl/NG TOIU>LERS-1 YEAR OLDS 

Al L I OY~ 

Child1ln prLIL1 <1Lt1011toy'>, toy'> th.it 
pr mllll l mm u11cn1 rn ..,uumJ.., by l htld -, 

OW/J L/forl'i 
• tll)" need not he highly detJrlcd but 

\hould be rc,tl1-,t1c looking. 
• toy-, ,hould be l1ghtwc1gh1 lor e,1-,yl1ft-

111g LJrryrng 
• bright LOIor.., prefer Ied. 

In plJy child alwJy<; on the move -la1ge 
mu-.clc dCtIvIt1e\ \Lich d\ runnrng, cl11nbrng 
dmrnnate over \Tllall mu.;;cle JctIvI11es s.uch 
<l\ C'<plormg ohJc.ch con-,trul.trng. 

Child beginnrng to cornhrne put togethe, 
ObJCCl\. 

Bcgmnrng ol Im1tat1ve play. 

Al 'l lVE PLAY 

1'11\h and Pull Io,., 
• pu<;h toy., \\ 1th rmh ( rmh w 1th l,11 gc 

h,rndk-. 1111u1d,l. 
• toys to (lll\h 011 nuor-,1ntpk \llmJy 

with IJrge wheeh. 
• !>pecral nOl!,C and action elfe<..ts. 
• for 'itc,1dy w,1lkcr!, pull toys on <;tnng'> 

(broad-b.t'-ed to tip lcv., easily). 

from about I 1/z 
• \1111pledoll c.1m.igc..,, 

• WJ!Wll\ - low open big enough tor 
child to get rn. 

• !,mall rocking hor!,e\-confrned rod.mg 
arc, stout handles rather thJn rems 
knee height on chrld. 
push/pull toys filled v. 1th mul11plc 
obJects. 

Ride-On To,p, 
• ride-on., propelled by pushing with 

feet-no pedals 
• '>table 11de-om~4 or more wheels 

wheel., sp<1ccd wide ..1pc1rl child i; feel 
nat on floor when seated-

• ride-om, with '>loragl' b111s. 
• nde-ons that make nor!>e, look like 

anmial~ 

I 
MANIPlJLA I IVE PLAY 

1 
Con\truct1on Toys 

• ,m,ill l1gf11we1ghI -.tJl"-rng hlod., ( I 'i-2'i 
p1eCC<,), 

lnjo, e l ½ most 111tt•1lod.111g111c( hanrsm!. 

(If r' rou ,lifficult 

Jwm c11mmd I½ 
• '>Olrdwooden unit blocks (20-40). 
• large hollow butld111g: blocks. 
• l,ugc pl,1,11c blllk, (2-4 111d1e-.oi 

"i0-100 mm) to p,c.,., toge1 her. 

Punles 
• ,1mple pre-puzzle.., or lorm bo.ud..,~ 

2- 'l piece.., t',tch piece .1 lo1111rl1.ir s,h,1pe. 

from a1ou11d I½ 
3-5 piece puzzles with knobs ea,1er to use 

(knob<; fmnly attached). 

Pattern-Makmg To_ys 
peg board with a few large peg<.. 

Mampulat1Ye Toys 
• Jct1v1ty box.es attacbed to cnb or play­

pen or free5tand111g-..,1mple action 
mecham'im'> (doors, lids. '>Witches). 

• hidden obJect toy-.. 
• \1mple pop-up toy<, operated by pushing 

a button or knob. 
• nestrng cups-rounc.l shape few piece-.. 
• '>lmp!e !:>t<1c"-111g piece~toys-few no 

mder mX'C\\,try. 

• c,hape<,or!Ct!>-d fc1,,1, common shape~. 

14 
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J'OYS FOR YOUNG TODDLERS-I YEAR OLDS (Cont'd) 

ALL TOYS ACTIVE PLAY MANIPULATIVE PLA \' 

Toy:,, ,houkl meet safety regulation'> for age Outdoor and Gym Equipment {,om am11nd I½ 

• scu rdy. unbreakable. no1 likely 10 break • all gym eqt11prnen1 needs adult super· 
• f1l-toge1her toyc. of about 'i piece'>into :,,mall piece:.. <lnd !,Jrong enough tor vision. 
• Jct1v1ty boxc" with more complex .1c­child to st,rnd on or in. • low, :..oft climbing platforms. 

t1on mechani,ms-turnrng knob or dial,• nontoxic materials, • tunneb for crawlmg. 
• ,wing\ (pu,hect by t1dul1) - \Cdh u1rveu turning c.imple t-ey.• no sharp points or edge:,,. 

or bouy-,h.tped ot energy-Jbs.orbing • poundmg/hammenng toys.• too large to be lodged in windpipe. 
maten.il with re\tl aining_ ,trdp. • nesting toys-square or other shapes.cars. nostnb. 

• stacking toys of 4-5 piece,.• no detachable small pans. 
• simple matching toys.• no pans that could pinch or entrap fi om abollf I ½ 
• simple number/counting board<; ( I -5) finger», toes. ha1r. • simple low climbing :..tructures. 

with large pegs.• not put together with eas1! y exposed • low :,l1de-., with handrails. 
• simple lock boxe~ & lock/key toys.:,,traight prns, sharp wires, natl,. • outdoor play equipment w11h ,;;1a11onary 
• Jack-m-the-box toy~ (adu It superv 1<;1on • no electrical pan,. unles!> supervised by rather th,111moving pan'>. 

1f coys spring back qu1d,ly).adult. 
Sports Equipment • toys wuh :,crewmg action (child cdn 

ll'>Uillly manage only 1 turn).• soft light weight balls, especially with 
tntere:..ting v1~ual effect,, 1101,e:... Dre..,smg, Lacing, Stringing Tors
unpredictable movement. 

• large coloreu beads (fewer than l 0) 
• chune ball. flutter ball. 

(All balls given to th1\ Jge group ~houlcl be J.t • L.11geb,tll, (eJ,1er tor lhtld to 1P,111e11\er) 
le,1,;,t 1-3/4 1nchc~ (44 mm) tn diameter 
however, 1f ,111yobJCCI .ippeJr'> !O ht e,t,1ly m 

(All b,111" given 10 1h1\ ,\ge g1oup ,hnuld be ,11 the child .., 111011th keep 1t away from the 
lc.i,t I - V-l 1nLhe, ( 4-l mm) 111d1,1mc1er child.) 
however ti ,tny ob1eu .ippc.ir-. 10 ht c.i\ily 111 

fwm wound I½the child -, mouih keep ,t a"a~ from the 
• lacing cube:, or board wnr thick bluntchild J 

spindle. 

Sand and Water Play Toys 
• \tmple floating toy~- I or 2 piece:, 

cJ:,y tn gra,p in one h<111J 
• s.pongc, s.111.tl!'>hovel and pail. 

/10111 01owul I½ 
• ne,1111g tub toy-, 
• h.tlhtuh .ll t1v11yLt nlL r, 

• lunnel\ uil.111dcr,. 
• "11.tll ,,ltldh11, llH ► I'> (1,il,L ,linuld ltc1vL 

hl11111ll l 111) 

https://s.111.tl
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TOYS FOR YOUNG TOUDLERS-1 YEAR OLDS 
---- - - -~-- - -, ....... 

!\'1AKE-U.EUEVE PLAY CREATIVE PLAY LEARNING PLAY 
(.tr!<,, <..rafr'i, musrc) 

DoJJs Musical Instruments Games 
• <;oft-bodied or all-rubber baby doll.:;. • rhythm trl',trument<; operated by !,hakmg 1101suited to age g1oup 
• :-.1mpledoll.:; w11h 110 h,11r 111ov111geye<;, - enclo<,ed bell-, rattle\. 

or rnovdble !11nb'>. Specific Skill Development Toys 
• dolls; to f11easily in chi kl' s arm~, or from around 1 ½ not suited to age group 

small dolls (5 6 inches). • rhythm 111\trumcnh. operated by banging 
• sunple acce<,sories for caretakmg­ - cymbals. dru1m. xylophones. 

bottle. blJnket. 
Art and Craft Materials• sm1ple doll clothes, need not be 

detachable. • large crayon-;. 
• sturdy, large•s1ze paper. 

from around I 1/,, 
• l,ngc peg people. 

Stuffed Toys 
• very ~oft I1ghtwe1ght ed'iY to hold. 

• ,lender limbs on toy!, for easy gra!c>p. 
• for \alety reJsor1\ no wh1<.kers buttons 

bow belb. 

Puppets 
• puppets operated by ddult. 

from around J½ 
• small hand puppets sized to fo child's 

hand. 
• <;oft. plush puppets that double as 

stuffed to,s. 

Role-Play Materials 
• toy telephone. full-length mmor. 
• -;1mple housekeeping equipment. 
• ,1rnplc doll cqu1p111cnt-ldl nagc bed. 
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TOYS FOR YOUNG TODDLERS-I YEAR OLDS (Cont'd) 

MAKE-BELIEVE PLAY CREATIVE PLAY LEARNING PLAY 
(ans, craft,;;, music) 

from around I 1/1 Audio-Visual Eqmpmenl Books and 'Peek-a-Boo' Books 
• ~1mple dre~'>-ups-hat~ scarve!>, Ile~ opcr.ited by adul1 • sturdy cloth pla~trc, cardboard boob 

shoes Jewelry, • tape:-., record,; or CDs ol nur,ery rhymes wllh few page~. 
• role-play toy~ that can be pushed & and rhythm<,, • picture books nursery rhyme,; stone<, 

make no1-se-mower v.icuum. • hand-cranked mu~1c box. worked by w11h repe1111on. 
• chdd-'irzed equipment-oven fridge. child it crank ,~ large and ea~y to turn. • books to be held and read by adult can 

...ink table and chair'>. be more fragile wrth paper page~ . 

ftom a1m111d /½ Play Sfenes 
• touch-me or tactile booh.s. 

( All hgurc-. .,,hou lct be Jt le.i-.1 I - V-l rndie, 
(44 mniJ 111d1Jme1er lrnwevcr II ,Ill)' obJc<-1 
.ippe,ir, 10 hi e,1,ily 111the d11\d , rnoulh 
keep 1t awa\ from the child ) 

before I½ 
• child may enJOY handling. carrying 

around figure-.. 
J,om around I½ 

• familiar, reah:-.trc :-.cenes - larm. a1r­
pcm,garage - not overly detailed pieces 
(4--6 piece;;;), 

• prefer ~cenes wHh moving parr1i or 1hJI 
make noise. 

Transportation Toys 
• hghtwe1gh1 vehicles ot a ..,1ze for e,1..,y 

hJndl mg (not too ~m,tll) and with 'tecure 
wheel'>. 

• pu'>h or pull car-. dnd tram~. 
• vclrn IC'..,that rn,1kc rnw,e. 
• fir'>! tr.1111- l-2 c.ir-. no tr,H..k\ '>111lplc 

or no l rn1pl mg '>Y\ll'lll, 
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TOYS FOR \'OUN<; TOUl)LERS-1 YEAR OLUS (Cont'd)
-~----- --

MAKE-BELIEVE PLAY CREA'I IVE PLAY 
(arfc;;, craf!c;, music} 

LEARNING PLAY 

from (I round 1½ 
• more detailed vehicles--doors, hood~ 

that open. 
• trains with simple coupling system-

large hoob, magnets. 

Projectile Toys 
1101 w11ed to age g,oup 

18 



ABILITIES AND INTERESTS 

Older Toddlers (2 Year Olds) 

PHYSICAL 
• skilled at most simple large muscle skills. 
• lots of physical testmg-Jumpmg from 

heights, cl1mbmg, hangmg by arms, rollmg, 
gallopmg, somersaults, rough-and-tumble 
play. 

• thrnws and retrieves all kmds of objects 
• pushes self on wheeled obJects with good 

steenng. 
• by 2 ½ to 3 years, good hand and finger 

coordmat1on. 
• lots of active play with small obJects­

explores different qualtttes of play materials. 

MENTAL 
• interested m attributes of Objects-texture, 

shape, size, color. 
• can match a group of similar obJects. 

• plays with pattern, sequence, order of size. 
• first counting skills. 
• first creative act1v1ties (drawmg, constr"uc­

tmn, clay)-process still more important than 
final product. 

• begmnmg to solve problems m head. 
• 1magmat1ve fantasy play mcreases-contmued 

interest m domestic im1tat1on. 
• fantasy play alone or wtth adult-child also 

makes toys carry out actions on other toys. 

SOCIAL 
• mam mterest still m parents, but begms to 

play cooperat1vely with other children (espe-
crnlly 30 to 36 months). ._ 

• uses language to express wishes to others. 
• engages m game-hke mteractions with 

others-also some pretend play with others. t 
• enJoys hearing simple stones read from pic­

ture books, especially stones with repetition. 
• strong desire for independence-shows pride 

m accomplishment. 
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TOYS FOR OLDER TODDLERS-2 YEAR OLDS 

AU IOYS 

Bcg11111111gol uiopcrJt1vc \oual pl.iy. 

lncrC,l'>rng rntcre'>! 111 pretend pldy. 

Love of physical active pldy. 

Child prefers action toys, 1oys that produce 
movement or <;ounds by child ·s own 
efforts, 

More redllsrn preferred 
• beg1m 10 pay a1te111ron 10 qual1t1e,-, of 

obJects 
• prl'fer'> toy'> wnh working p.1rl<,. 

Toys should be lighrwerght enough for easy 
lrftmg, carrymg. 

Bnght colors preferred. 

ACllVE PLAY MANIPULA'I IVE PLAY 

Pu<;h and Pull Toy<; 
• pull toy~ with <,tnng~. 
• doll carnages. 
• wagons. 
• small, light wheelbarrow. 
• 1ntere~t m pw,h toys that look lrke adult 

equipment-lawnmower, vacuum, shop­
ping Cdrt, 

Ride-On Toys 
• mtere">t Ill realist1c-lookmg nde-ons­

tractors, motorcycles. 
• ndc-ons wllh storage trays or bins. 
• nde-ons propelled by bouncrng up and 

down. 
• when children begin to pedal (.iround 

2 1/2-3) r.,mdll tncyc le. 

Outdoor and Gym Equipment 
• all gyrn equipment needs adult super-

vision. 
• tunnels. 
• climbrng structures and slides. 
• statwnary rather than moving outdoor 

equipment. 
• ~wings w11h curved, ~oil seal\ and 

restraining !:>lrJps. 

Cono,tructwn Toyo, 
• solid, wooden unit blocb. 
• large, hollow bu1ld111g blocks (card­

board, wood. plJsllc)_ 
• large pla<,t1c bricks, (2---4111che'>or 

50- !00 mm) 10 be pre'i'>ed together. 
• plastic 1nterlock1ng rings. ldrge plastic 

nuls and bolls. 

Puzzles 
• fit-in puzzle 

• 2 ro 2 ½ years, 4-5 pieces. 
• 2½ ro 3 vears, 6-12 pieces. 

• puzzles wllh knobs easier (knobs should 

be f1nn!y atlachcd). 

Pattern-Makmg Toys 
• peg boards with large pegs. 
• color cubes. 
• magnetic boards with shapes, animals, 

people. 
• color forms (from around 2½). 

Manipulative Toys 
• fit-together toys of 5-10 pieces. 
• nestmg toys with multiple pieces, m­

cludmg barrel toys that require screw­
mg motion. 
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TOYS FOR OLDER TODDLERS-2 YEAR OLDS (Cont'd) 

MANIPULATIVE PLAYALL TOYS ACTIVE PLAY 

Toys should meet safety regulations for age 
• sturdy, unbreakable, not likely to break 

mto small pieces and strong enough for 
child to stand on or m. 

• nontoxic materials. 
• no sharp points or edges. 
• too large to be lodged m windpipe, 

ears, nostrils. 
• no detachable small parts. 
• no parts that could pinch or entrap 

fingers, toes, hair. 
• not put together with easily exposed 

straight pms. sharp wires, nails. 
• no electrical parts, unles5. supervised by 

adult. 

Sports Equipment 
• sleds sized to child (shorter length than 

child's height). 
• spinning seat. 
• pool toys (tubes, mats) wtth adult su-

perv1s1on. 
• balls of all sizes. but especially large 

balls (All balls given to this age group 
shou Id be at least 1-3/4 inches ( 44 mm) 
tn diameter, however, 1f any obJect 
appears to fit easily in the child's mouth, 
keep 1t away from the child.) 

• number/counting boards with large pegs. 
• shape sorters with common shapes. 
• poundmg/hammenng toys. 
• smelling Jars. 
• feeJ bag or box. 
• color/picture dominoes. 
• simple lotto matching games based on 

color, pictures. 

Dressing, Lacing, Stringing Toys 
• large colored beads. (All beads given to 

this age group should be at least 1-3/4 
inches (44 mm) in diameter, however, if 
any obJect appears to fit easily 1n the 
child's mouth, keep it away from the 
chrld.) 

• lacmg card or wooden shoe for lacing. 
• dressing books and dolls. 
• frames, cubes for lacing, buttoning, 

snapping, hookrng. 

Sand and Water Play Toys (with Adult 
Superv 1sion) 
• bathtub activity cenrers. 
• nesting tub toys. 
• tub toys with removable figures, acces-

sones. 
• l1111..rngtub toys. 
• small boats ( no metal parts). 
• small and large sandbox tools (with 

blunt edges). 
• watcr/<;and mil!, 
• '-pnnklcr, 
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TOVS FOR OLUElt TOl>DLERS-2 YEAR OLDS 

CREATIVE PLAY 
MAKE-BELIEVE PLAY ( J.rt~, erdfl~, lllU~IC) LEARNING PLAY 

Dolls Musical Instruments Games 
• all rhythm instruments - bells. rattles.• soft-bodied and rubber baby dolls. • lotto matching games ba~ed on color 

cymbals. drums, lnangle, rhythm suck.• more realistic dolls with hau and mov- pictures. 
mg eyes. sand blocks, xylophones. • dominoes, especially giant dominoes. 

• doll,; to fit in child's arms, also small, • horns and whistles (around 2½). • board games based on chance - only a 
reahsuc dolls. few large pieces or pairs. 

• talkrng dolls operated by pullmg stnng. Art and Craft Materials 
Specific Skill Development Toys • large peg dolls, • large crayons. 
simple teaching toys for• doll accessones - simple and sturdy. • non-lox1c pamls (finger and lempera) and 

• matchmg/sorl\ng, shapes, colors, let-• caretakmg accessories-bottle, blanket. short handled brushe'i with blunt ends. 
ters/sounds, numbers, concepts.• simple removable garments (hook and • clay. • all electrically powered toys need adultloop, large snap fasteners). • sturdy markers. superv1s10n.

• blunt-end scissors. 
Stuffed Toys chalkboard, large chalk. 

• soft, pliable animals. • colored constructwn paper. 
• mother and baby combmations. 
• preference for realistic animals, rephcas 

of familiar characters. 
• toys with music box ms1de. 

Puppets 
• small hand puppets (hand-and-arm pup-

pets too large). 
• hghtwe1ght. sized to fit child's hand. 
• puppets doubling as stuffed toys. 
• puppets representing fam1har characters. 
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TOYS FOR OLDER TODDLERS-2 YEAR OLDS (Cont'd) 

CREATIVE PLAY 
MAKE-BELIEVE PLAY (arts, crafts, music) LEARNING PLAY 

Role-Play Materials Audio-Visual Equipment 
• dress-ups and costumes. • operated by adult, tape~. records, CDs;. 
• eqmpment should be reahst1c-lookmg. • hand-cranked music box 1f crank ts 
• ch1ld-s1zed eqmpment - stove, cooking large and easy to turn. 

board, refrigerator. 
• doll eqwpmcnt. 
• all housekeeping equipment - cleaning 

sets, pots and pans, bath and laundry. 
• toys that can be pushed - vacuum, 

lawnmower, shopping cart. 
• full-length muror. 

Play Scenes 
• fam1ltar, reahst1c-looking scene1,, -

farm, gardge, airport. 
• scenes with multiple pieces but not 

highly detailed. 
• preference for moving parts, parts that 

make noise. , 
• mterior of scenes easily accessible. 
• vehicle 1,,ets wllh figures. 

Transportation Toys 
• small, realistic cars (not metal). 
e vehicles w11h moving parts. 
• large trucks (metal too heavy) -- mov­

mg parts, parts operated by large lever 
(with knob on end). 

• can,, trucks with removable' figures, 
,:1ccessor1es. 

• small tram'i with simple coupling 
mech..irns;m - no track:-,. 

l'roJeCtilc TOY!> 
not ,wtcd fO age grorip 

Books 
• sturdy books with heavy paper, card­

board pages. 
• short simple stones with repet1t1on and 

fam1ltar subJects. 
• simple pictures wnh clear color, few 

details. 
• pop•up books. 
• hidden picture books. 
• dressing books. 
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PHYSICAi.. 
• 1un..,, JUmp,, d11t1b1',, bularn.,ei,, w11h ,fl,"tUiance 

- by 5, gro~,;; motor ..,k,lls are well de­
veloped. 

• likes nsks, test~ of physical strength and 
skill -- loves acrobatics and outdoor 
equipment. 

• mcreasmg finger control - can pick up 5mall 
obJects, cut on a lme with scissors, hold pencil m 
adult grasp, ,;;trmg small beads (Most children m 
th1<, .1ge g1oup can begm usmg toys with smaller 
components If child 1s still mouthing obJects, 
select toy~ wllhout ~mall parts.) 

• expert builder - loves small construct10n 
materials and also vigorous act1v1ty with big 
blocks, large constructmn matenals. 

• by 5, rudimentary mterest m ball games with 
simple rules and scormg. 

MENTAL 
• familiar with common shapes, pnmary colors. 
• mterest m simple number act1v1t1es, alphabet 

play, copymg letters, matchmg/sortmg. 
• by 5, sorts and matches usmg more than one 

quality at a time. 

• atouml 4. bcgm!, to he pu1 po,cful .md go.11-
ducllcd, lo m,ikc u,c of .1 pl,m. 

• mtcrc~t 111 pro<luung dc-..1gm,,mdudmg pu1.-
zles, and m constructing play worldc.,. 

• fir-..t reprc~entatmnal picture~. 
• prefers realism. 
• mterest m nature, science, dnJmaJs, tune, 

how thmgs work. 
• peak mterest m dramatic play - recreates 

adult occupatrons, uses costumes and props. 

SOCIAL 
• begmnmg to share and take turns, learning 

concept of fair p1ay. 
• by 5, play 1s cooperative, pracucal, con­

formmg. 
• mterested m group pretend play. 
• not ready for compeuuve play because hates 

to lose. 
• enJoy~ simple board games based on chance, 

not strategy. 
• more sex d1fferentiatmn m play roles, in­

terests. 
' 

• enJoy~ lookmg at books and hstenmg to stones 
from books. 
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TOYS FOR PRESCHOOLERS-3, 4, AND 5 YEARS 

ALL TOYS 

Preschoolers prefer toys wtth real1st1c detatl 
and work mg part:,,. 

Increaf.mg rn1eres1in dr,imat1c and pretend 
play, by <1.ge 5, peak penod for dramatic 
play, w11h a!I ~arts of props. 

Period of peak mterei;c rn puppet play. 

Increasing con.;;truct1on activity, often with 
plan or goal. 

Period of peak interest m play scenes. small 
figures and c.irs. 

Moq children m th1-, .ige group c,tn beg111 
u,mg roy, wuh ,mdller comronen1.., It 
child 1, ,1111mouthing obJeCt\ \elecl toy.., 
without ..,m.iflpdrh. 

ACTIVE PLAY 

Push and Pull Toys 
• small wagons. 
• small wheelbarrow. 
• pu,;h toys resembling adult tools -

lawnmowers, vacuum, shopping c.art. 
• doll carnage~ and strollers. 

/mm age 5 
• full-size wagons, scooters. 

Ride-On Toys 
• rnc.ycles sized to chtld. 
• 3- and 4-wheel pedal toy~. 
• vehicles with steering mechanisms. 
• prefer realistic, detailed ve-hKles. 
• full-size rocking horse. 

from age 4 
• low-slung tricycles. 
• ballery-operated nde-ons. 

from age 5 
• :,mall bicycle w11h training wheeb and 

footbrake:,, :,1zcJ to chdd. 
• bicycle helmet. 

Outdoor and Gym Eu1pment 
• adult superv1s1on recommended for 

gym equipment. 
• ~ta11onary outdoor cl1mb1ng equipment. 
• slide'> (with s1der,11ls) and ladders. 
• swing~ v,Jlh curved, mfl ~eats, 
• bal,rnce board. 

MANIPULATIVE PLA \' 

Construction Toys 
• solid wood unit blocks - large and 

small. 
• large hollow blocks. 
• most types of mterlockmg building sys­

tem'>. piece\ ot all ~1ze5, (pla\t1c rather 
than meul p1ece5,J, 

• no motunzed part:,. 
• prefer sets that make realistic models. 
• can connect p1ecei; in "pecJ/1l order co 

c1eate simple models. 

Puzzles 
• fit-in or framed puzzle~ age 3, up to 

20 piece~ age 4. 20-30 pieces age 5. 
up to 50 pieces. 

• large, simple Jigsaw puzzle'> ( l0-25 
pieces). 

• number or letter puzzles, puzzle clocks 
• cardho.ird puzzles. 

PaUern-Makrng Toys 

• bead stnnging - longer, thinner stnng 
with stiff tip), large beads. (If child 1s 
sill! mouthing ob1ects, any obJect that 
appears to fit easily in the child's mouth 
should be kept away from the child.) 

• peg board w11h ~mall pegs. 
• color cubei;/color forms. 
• magnetic boards wirh 5,hapc\. 
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Al.I I OY~ 

I oy ... ,hould hL -..turdy 
• 1101 likely to hrt.tk L,t,,rly 111111\lll.tll 

p1cLe'> or k.1ve JJggcJ edge-.. 
• 110 -..h..irp roI111\ Ul edge,. 
• nnt m,ide of gl,1,.., or lmttle pla!>tlc. 

Toys should he ot nontoxic matenab. 

Toy~ should have no electrical part,<, unless 
superv1~ed by ,1dult. 

j1 /!Ill (/tit' 4 
• cqurprncnt with rnov..iblc p<1rl\ \111..tll 

,cc,.tw,, h,tngrng rrng,. 
• ,WIili'-" w11h11,ll \t.,th pL1,t1Lor rubber 

hclh. 
• rope ladder\ and ropes;, 
• gym set~ w11h errclo-,urcs for pretend 

house or fort. 

Sports Equipment 
• balls of all "hapes, sizer, (If child 1s still 

mouthrng obJects, any obJeCt th,it 
..ippears to tit easily in the child's mouth, 
keep 1t away from the child.) 

• double-blade ice skates. 
• -.led\ ,11.e-gr..1ded (no hdndbr.ike-. ur 

-.leering mcch.1111-.m\). 

from age 4 
• llghtwetght -;oft baseball and bat 
• JUn1or-'i12ed soccer ball football. 
• ~peed-graded roller ,kates (plastic 

wheel,;, no ball bearing,; for reduced 
speed). 

• kites. 
• wading pool. 

fiom age 5 
• Jump ropes. 
• skis (sized to child). 
• flying disks (espenally l1ghtwe1ght 

ones). 
• fl.11 no ... ed magnetic or Velcro d,uh. 

• mner tubes, k1ckboards. mattresses for 
begmnrng swimmers (adult superv1s1on 
needed). 

J\,fANIP{ILA'l IVI•, PLA \' 

fw111 uie 4 
bcg1nn111g I11lc1C'-l 111 dc:,1gn rn,1tcn,1l" 

111o~JJI..blot b, fell boJnh. c.in /ol!ow, 
copy :,irnrk ...equencc. 

f,um l18l' 5 
sm1ple weavrng (looper & hcddle loom) 

small beads to string ( ½ in ) . block print­
mg equipment. 

Manipulative Toy5 
• marching toys by color. :,hape. or pK­

ture fwm age 4 by concept. lcner\ 
(ABC), numbers (1-10). 

• sorting toys, number rods;. 
• number board\ with smaller pegs. 
• simple counttng toys, lock boxe~. 
• nestmg tuys w11h mu!t1pk pieces and 

screw closmg. 

from age 4 
geometrical concept toys. 

from age 5 
s1111plemodels of rnechamcal device~ or 

natural objects, more complex lotto match­
lllg toys. 

Dressmg, Lacmg Stringing Toys 
frames/cards to button, hook, tie. 

ftom age 5 
,1mple sewing kits w11h thtd. cloth & blunt. 

needle (with -.uperv1sI011). 

Sand and Water Play Toys 
• large and small sandbox tools. bubbles 
• wind-up bath toys, bath actIv1tv centers. 

f, nm Of!.e 4 
• \.tlld mold.., w.i1c1 pump. 
• re,i/1,IJ( worl..mg models ol boah 

(no \h.np mcl,1I part~). 
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TOYS FOR YOUNG PRESCHOOLERS-3, 4, AND 5 YEARS 
...----------------'··-------------------------------------------, 

CREATIVE PLAY 
MAKE-BELIEVEPLAY (dl1!,, crafts, music) LEARNING PLAY 

Dolls 
• reali!.ttC dolls with detail and accesso, 

nes. especially baby dolls. 
• doll!> wuh harr, movmg eyes, movable 

limbs, special features. 

f,0111 £lg(' 5 
• c.h1IJ-proportioncd doll!. (can dreM, doll., 

11garment~ and fJ.:,,tening!. are !.1mple}. 
• pctpcr dolh to be punched out. 

Stuffed Toys 
• !,tuffed toy!, with accessories - rib­

bons bells. :,,1mple clothes. 
• real1st1c-lookmg ioys replica!, of fa­

mow~ ch,uacten,. 
• music box toys. 

from age 5 
col1ectmg toy!, in ~eh. 

Puppets 
• simple !,OcJ..or mitten puppets. 
• fmger puppet!,. 
• s11nplepuppet theJler (no !,Cenery) 

fiom age 5 
hand-and-arm puppcb. 

more dec.iikd puppeh, puppets w11h limb_..,, 

Role-Play Material.., 
• dre!.\-UP~ cmcume\ of Jll 1ype'i, 
• reah!.tlC JetJ1led c4u1pmen1 -- by 5 

w.inl 11 lo re.1ll y work. 
• hnu-,cl,,.ccprng,mJ LOok111gequipment. 
• loy 1ckphonc 1oy lJmcr,1 dottor k1h, 

Musicai Instruments 
• all rhythm m!>ln11nents. 
• xylophones. 
• tn!,trumcnt!, that require blowing - har­

monica. horns, whistle!., simple 
recorder. 

• wrnd-up music boxes. 
• piano - one-tmger tunes. 

Art and Craft Materiah 
jJ0/1/llS:C ~ 

• large crayons w11h many colors. 
• color paddle!.. 
• magic mai kers. 
• fmger and tempera pamt. 
• adjustable easel-
• brushes of vanous SILCS. 

• clay 1nclud111g modeling clay and tools. 
• ch.1lkboard~ and lhalk of vanow, ~1ze~. 
• '-CIS'>Ors with rounded end~. 
• pafiite and glue. ' 
• mnple hlock printing equipment. 
• pop-It bead~. 
• large bead!, 10 Mnng. 

• ,1rnpte ,ev. I11g kth (v. IIIH•t11nccd/e,) 
unt ii ,1pc 5. 

j,0111 aRe 4 
• mcrea!,ed mtere!it in an product!! .11'>0 

can copy order. 
• work.hcnd1 h,1111mer llJJh ,ind ,,1w 

(w11h ,upcrv1,1on). 

ft {)/II (IR<' 5 
• \m,1llcr u Jyon'i color mg hook., WJlcr­

uilor p,unts ,unplc wc,1v111g loom 
\mJll he.1<l, 10 ,tnng -.cw111g k11\ wllh 
l<lfgc blurn needle,. 

• pool toys (tube!., rnal!,) wirh adult 
supervIs1on. 

Games 
• dominoes (color or number), 
• :,1mple matching and lotto game!'. based 

on color, p1c1ures. 
• sunple card game'>. 
• bmgo (p1c1ure). 

from age 4 
• first board games. based completely on 

chance-game!, should have tew rules, 
!,tmp!e scoring, no read mg required be­
yond ABC, only a tew pieces. 

• game'i requrrmg simple frne-motor 
coordination (picking up or halancmg 
obJects). 

Specific Skills Development Toys 
simple electronic and other teaching toy"> 

for 
• mdtching/!,Ol1tng. 

• ~hape~ colors. 
• numbers and letter~. 

from age 4 
• !itmple computer programs for leaching 

color matching. letters lla!:.'>1t1ca11on 
number~. :-,ound!>. 

• ~1mplc ,c1ence model\. 
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TO\'S FOR YOUN<; PH.Ji:SCIIOOLEltS-J, 4, AND 5 Vl1:ARS (Cont'd) 

I\IAk.l•,-UhLIEVE Pl A\' 

• llllll!,llY U)\lllllll, ,111dpiopc,. 
• 1.,pec.1,1h1ed doll cq11Ip1I1c11t. 

• < J'>h rcg1-.tc1, cqu1pmcnt to play <.tore. 
• rlay ',[Jgcs l,1rgc IIIIITOf. 

Play Scenes 
• <,cencswllh a vanely nf reah-;t1c acce5-

\or1es and working parts. 
• favorite themes - garage, farm, airport, 

~pace fort . 
• act,on/adventure 5ets. action figures. 
• first doll house - simple, few rooms, 

easy acc.e._~, space to move ob1ects 
dround, sturdy fum1sh111gs. 

f,0111 age 5 
• um manipulate very small pieces, atten­

tion to realist 1c deta ii. 

Transportation Toys 
• toy cars of all s1z.e5 - small metal cars, 

trucks with very realistic detail. 
• large-scale trucks, road machinery that 

really works (dumps, digs). 
• action/adventure vehicle sets. 
• :c.mall. real1sl1C trams. 

from age 5 
small trams w11h tracks, can work most 

trdm coupling systems, can plan, build 
simple track layouts, wind-up dnd spring­
driven car~. 

Projectile To\ s-11ow• before llKe 4 
• ',Oft, flexible proJectiles. 
• dCllon figure::. with proJec11le weapons. 

from ax<:' 5 
• gun-, -..hoow1g. prng-pong or lo,un ball\ 

\Ofl dMh. 

l'Rl•,A I IVE PLAY 
(,Ill<.,, l I ,dh, llltl'ilL) 

Amho-Vi.,trnl E<1uip111r11t 
• h,md-u ,111kcJ 11m~IL boxc<,. 

• p,11t·I1t opcr,1tcd rct 01d Lipe ,rnd CD 
pl.1yc r. 

from age 4 
• record and tape players for child to 

operate. 
• simple video games. 

J,om age 5 
• radio. 

LEAR NIN(; PLA\' 

/1 ()Ill (IRC 5 
• ~ucncc matcn,tl:, - magnet:,, f1,1-,h!1ghl. 

shell-. ;iml rock._, magmfymg glas:,. 
stethoscope, prism, aquarium, terranum • 

• clock. 
• pnntmg set. 
• loy 1ypewn1er or LOmpuler. 
• s11nple calculator. 
• computer programs to leach simple 

programmmg. 

Books 
• picture boob, srmple srones. rhymes. 
• complex pop-up books. 
• like complex illustrat1011s wuh an abun­

dance of detail. 

age 3 1111eres1s 
• here-and-now stones. 
• animal stones. 
• alphabet books. 
• words and rhymes. 

age 4 mteresH 
• wild stones, silly humor. 
• mformat1on books. 
• fomilrnr place~. people. 

age 5 1111e1es1s 
• real1st1c stone<;. 
• poetry. 
• pruner:.. 
• animals who behave like people. 

••l 
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Fo1 furthe1 mformat1on, wnte 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20207 

To repolt a product hazard or a product-related mJury, 
wnte to the US Consumer Prqduct Safety Comrn1%1on, 
Wa\hmgton, DC 20207,qrcall the toll-fzee hotline 
1-800-638-2772 A teletypewnter for the bearing and 
speaking 1mpaJred 1s available on 1-800-638-8270 

TIHS document 1s 111 the pub!1c dorna111 Therefore, It may be 
1eproduced, m pmt or rn whole, without penrnss1on by nn 
rnd1v1du.1l or organ1zat1on However, 1f 1t 1s rep10duced, the 

Comm1ss1on would c1pp1eciate knowmg bow it is used 

Wnte the US Co1Jsume1 P1 oduct Safety Cornm1~s1on, Office 

of Information and Public Affaus, Washrngton, DC 20207 

009409 

https://rnd1v1du.1l
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