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CPSC is aware of incidents where houses burned, and people died from house fires started by range knobs
accidentally turned on whether from people bumping into the knobs or pets activating the range. The issues
affect both gas and electric ranges. The CSA gas range Technical Subcommittee (TSC) held a kick-off
meeting for a joint gas and electric range knob working group on March 7, 2024. Members of the UL 858
Technical Committee (TC) were invited to the meeting to discuss issues with accidental activation of gas and
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electric ranges. Many members of industry were confused with CSA hosting the meeting and did not attend
thinking it was only a gas range issue. Additionally, other stakeholders have become interested in this issue.
To avoid future confusion, some in industry suggested a separate and independent working group with CSA
TSC, UL TC, and other interested parties invited to participate. This was a kick-off meeting of that independent
working group.

CPSC staff presented an overview of the issues to the participants. CPSC EPI staff provided a high-level
summary of the incidents; there were 338 incidents found in a search of CPSRMS occurring between January
1, 2018, and May 30, 2024, and involving a range or cooktop accidentally activating. The search was limited to
ten specific manufacturers. Of those incidents, there were 31 incidents involving nonfatal injuries and two fatal
incidents., Additionally, CPSC staff have found two other fatal incidents where a range was accidentally turned
on when a knob was bumped, but the manufacturer is unknown.

Participants were interested to know the age of the ranges in these incidents, and the position (front or rear
mounted) and orientation (face up, face out, or at an angle) of the controls. Participants were also interested to
learn the events that lead to the ranges accidentally activating, including whether pets were involved,
unsupervised children were at fault, or there were unusual circumstances. Participants felt that a clear
understanding of the incidents was needed to fully understand the issues. Participants wanted to make sure
that reasonable and foreseeable circumstances would be addressed and that the CPSC data may help clarify
that.

Participants also discussed constraints, such as the American with Disabilities Act (ADA). Many
manufacturers want their ranges to be ADA compliant, so some attendees stated that any proposed solutions
or changes should account for this.

Overall, the participants want to look deeper into this issue to see if solutions could be proposed to the two
product standards. However, participants first want to review the CPSC data. CPSC staff will provide data to
the group and expect that data will be available for review in September or October. The group will look to
meet virtually approximately one month after CPSC provides the data. The participants generally believed that
a face-to-face meeting may be needed after having a couple of additional virtual meetings to better refine the
issues.

Next Steps:
Staff will provide data to the group when available. The group will schedule the next meeting after CPSC
provides the data.
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