
North Carolina Laws  

§ 20-4.01. Definitions.  

Unless the context requires otherwise, the following definitions apply throughout this  
Chapter to the defined words and phrases and their cognates: (1c) All-Terrain Vehicle or ATV. – A 

motorized off-highway vehicle designed to travel on three or four low-pressure tires, 
having a seat designed to be straddled by the operator and handlebars for steering 
control.  

Part 10C. Operation of All-Terrain Vehicles.  

 
§ 20-171.15.  Age restrictions.  
 (a) It is unlawful for any parent or legal guardian of a person less than eight years of age to 
knowingly permit that person to operate an all-terrain vehicle.  
 (b) It is unlawful for any parent or legal guardian of a person less than 12 years of age to 
knowingly permit that person to operate an all-terrain vehicle with an engine capacity of 70 cubic 
centimeter displacement or greater.  
 (c) It is unlawful for any parent or legal guardian of a person less than 16 years of age to 
knowingly permit that person to operate an all-terrain vehicle with an engine capacity greater than 
90 cubic centimeter displacement.  
 (d) It is unlawful for any parent or legal guardian of a person less than 16 years of age to 
knowingly permit that person to operate an all-terrain vehicle unless the person is under the 
continuous visual supervision of a person 18 years of age or older while operating the all-terrain 
vehicle.  
 (e) Subsections (b) and (c) of this section do not apply to any parent or legal guardian of a 
person born on or before August 15, 1997, who permits that person to operate an all-terrain vehicle 
and who establishes proof that the parent or legal guardian owned the all-terrain vehicle prior to 
August 15, 2005.  
 
 
§ 20-171.19.  Prohibited acts by owners and operators.  
 (a) No person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle unless the person wears eye protection and 
a safety helmet meeting United States Department of Transportation standards for motorcycle 
helmets.  
 alcohol, any controlled substance, or a prescription or nonprescription drug that impairs 
vision or motor coordination.  
 (d) No person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle in a careless or reckless manner so as to 
endanger or cause injury or damage to any person or property.  
 (e) Except as otherwise permitted by law, no person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle on 
any public street, road, or highway except for purposes of crossing that street, road, or highway.  
 (f) Except as otherwise permitted by law, no person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle at 
anytime on an interstate or limited-access highway.  
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 (g) No person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle during the hours of darkness, from one-half 
hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise and at anytime when visibility is reduced due to 
insufficient light or atmospheric conditions, without displaying a lighted headlamp and taillamp, 
unless the use of lights is prohibited by other applicable laws.  
 

(b)  No owner shall authorize an all-terrain vehicle to be operated contrary to this  
Part.   
(c)  No person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle while under the influence of  

 
 
§ 20-110.  When registration shall be rescinded.  
 (a) The Division shall rescind and cancel the registration of any vehicle which the Division 
shall determine is unsafe or unfit to be operated or is not equipped as required by law.  
 (b) The Division shall rescind and cancel the registration of any vehicle whenever the person 
to whom the registration card or registration number plates therefor have been issued shall make or 
permit to be made any unlawful use of the said card or plates or permit the use thereof by a person 
not entitled thereto.  
 (c) Repealed by Session Laws 1993, c. 440, s. 8.  
 (d) The Division shall rescind and cancel the certificate of title to any vehicle which has been 
erroneously issued or fraudulently obtained or is unlawfully detained by anyone not entitled to 
possession.  
 (e) and (f) Repealed by Session Laws 1993, c. 440, s. 8.  
 (g) The Division shall rescind and cancel the registration plates issued to a carrier of 
passengers or property which has been secured by such carrier as provided under G.S. 2050 when 
the license is being used on a vehicle other than the one for which it was issued or which is being 
used by the lessor-owner after the lease with such lessee has been terminated.  
 (h) The Division may rescind and cancel the registration or certificate of title on any vehicle 
on the grounds that the application therefor contains any false or fraudulent statement or that the 
holder of the certificate was not entitled to the issuance of a certificate of title or registration.  
 (i) The Division may rescind and cancel the registration or certificate of title of any vehicle 
when the Division has reasonable grounds to believe that the vehicle is a stolen or embezzled 
vehicle, or that the granting of registration or the issuance of certificate of title constituted a fraud 
against the rightful owner or person having a valid lien upon such vehicle.  
 (j) The Division may rescind and cancel the registration or certificate of title of any vehicle 
on the grounds that the registration of the vehicle stands suspended or revoked under the motor 
vehicle laws of this State.  
 (k) The Division shall rescind and cancel a certificate of title when the Division finds that 
such certificate has been used in connection with the registration or sale of a vehicle other than the 
vehicle for which the certificate was issued.  
 (l) The Division may rescind and cancel the registration and certificate of title of a vehicle 
when presented with evidence, such as a sworn statement, that the vehicle has been  
 transferred to a person who has failed to get a new certificate of title for the vehicle as 
required by G.S. 20-73. A person may submit evidence to the Division by mail.  
 (m) The Division shall rescind and cancel the registration of vehicles of a motor carrier that 
is subject to an order issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration or the Division to 



cease all operations based on a finding that the continued operations of the motor carrier pose an 
"imminent hazard" as defined in 49 C.F.R. § 386.72(b)(1).  
 
 
§ 20-183.8. Infractions and criminal offenses for violations of inspection requirements.  
 (a) Infractions. – A person who does any of the following commits an infraction and, if found 
responsible, is liable for a penalty of up to fifty dollars ($50.00):  
 (1)  Operates a motor vehicle that is subject to inspection under this Part on a highway or 
public vehicular area in the State when the vehicle has not been inspected in accordance with this 
Part, as evidenced by the vehicle's lack of a current inspection sticker or otherwise.  
 (2)  Allows an inspection sticker to be put on a vehicle owned or operated by that person, 
knowing that the vehicle was not inspected before the sticker was attached or was not inspected 
properly.  
 (3)  Puts an inspection sticker on a vehicle, knowing or having reasonable grounds to 
know that an inspection of the vehicle was not performed or was performed improperly. A person 
who is cited for a civil penalty under G.S. 20-183.8B for an emissions violation involving the 
inspection of a vehicle may not be charged with an infraction under this subdivision based on that 
same vehicle.  
 (4)  Alters the original certified configuration or data link connectors of a vehicle in such a 
way as to make an emissions inspection by analysis of data provided by on-board diagnostic (OBD) 
equipment inaccurate or impossible.  
 (b) Defenses to Infractions. – Any of the following is a defense to a violation under 
subsection (a) of this section:  
 (1)  The vehicle was continuously out of State for at least the 30 days preceding the date 
the inspection sticker expired and a current inspection sticker was obtained within 10 days after the 
vehicle came back to the State.  
 (2)  The vehicle displays a dealer license plate or a transporter plate, the dealer repossessed 
the vehicle or otherwise acquired the vehicle within the last 10 days, and the vehicle is being driven 
from its place of acquisition to the dealer's place of business or to an inspection station.  
 (3)  Repealed by Session Laws 1997-29, s. 5.  
 (4) The charged infraction is described in subdivision (a)(1) of this section,  
 

the vehicle is subject to a safety inspection or an emissions inspection and the 
vehicle owner establishes in court that the vehicle was inspected after the citation 
was issued and within 30 days of the expiration date of the inspection sticker that 
was on the vehicle when the citation was issued.  

(c)  Felony. – A person who does any of the following commits a Class I felony:  
 (1)  Forges an inspection sticker.  
 (2)  Buys, sells, or possesses a forged inspection sticker.  
 (3)  Buys, sells, or possesses an inspection sticker other than as the result of either of the 
following:  
 a.  Having a license as an inspection station, a self-inspector, or an inspection mechanic 
and obtaining the inspection sticker from the Division in the course of business.  
 b.  A vehicle inspection in which the vehicle passed the inspection or for which the 
vehicle received a waiver.  



 (4)  Solicits or accepts anything of value in order to pass a vehicle that fails a safety or 
emissions inspection.  

(5) Fails a vehicle for any reason not authorized by law.  

 
§ 20-171.20.  Safety training and certificate.  

Effective October 1, 2006, every all-terrain vehicle operator born on or after January 1, 1990, 
shall possess a safety certificate indicating successful completion of an all-terrain vehicle safety 
course sponsored or approved by the All-Terrain Vehicle Safety Institute.  




