MEETING LOG
DIRECTORATE FOR ENGINEERING SCIENCES

SUBJECT: Meeting with National Propane Gas Association
PLACE : East West Towers, Bethesda, MD

MEETING DATE: 3/4/94

LOG ENTRY SOURCE: Donald Ww. switzer Yo &/

ENTRY DATE: 3/22/94

COMMISSION ATTENDEES :

Don Switzer ES
Bill Menza HS
Bob Franklin EC
Larry Hershman CA
Bill Rowe EP
Joe Fandey ES

NON-COMMISSION ATTENDEES :

Bruce Swiecicki NPGA
Bill Butterbaugh NPGA

MEETING SUMMARY :

The National Propane Gas Association (NPGA) is the trade
association for the LP-gas distribution industry. NPGA requested
this meeting to introduce their new Vice President of Technical
Services, Bruce J. Swiecicki, P.E. 1 number of technical issues
were also discussed, ag summarized below.

SECTION 504 F of the ICBO Uniform Building Code

Several years ago, NPGA proposed to International Council
of Building Officials (ICBO) that the Uniform Building Code (UBC)

when a fuel gas detector was also installed. cpgeC staff sent
ICBO a letter asking that any decision on this issue be delayed,
pending completion of a EPI contract study investigating the
relative hazard of above grade versus below grade and natural gasg
Versus LP-gas installations. NPGA's proposal was defeated.

position in Opposition to below grade installations. T responded
that although the EPI contractor was unable to collect the needeq
data, and the contract failed to produce results, the staff
continues to have reservations about amending the URC to allow
below grade LP-gas installations. NPGA requested that CPSC sgtafr
write a letter to ICBO explaining that the information we hoped



to gather was not available, and that ICBO should not delay
consideration of the topic pending information from Ccpsc. "1 told

for below grade installation Versus above grade installations.
They responded that their data were, like oursg, Sparse, and that
statistically valid data most likely are not available. They
asked if we would accept data from the two major insurance

available. gtaff expresged g willingness to revigit the issue,
provided data are Supplied, and, based on that data, would
reexamine our position.

CYLINDER FILLING

NPGA asked CPSC'sg Support in responding to a possible
change in the Model Weights ang Measures Code. Exchange Programs
where consumers return empty twenty-pound LP-gas cylinders for
full ones are becoming increasingly popular and widespread. Npca
asserts that thig improves the safety of the distribution system

filled correctly when filled by broperly trained bersonnel, ag ig
the case in the exchange programg. CPSC staff has long been
concerned about the level] of training of employees at "Mom and

The problem is that weights and measures personnel want
each container sold in an exchange brogram to be labeled as to
the amount of gas in the cylinder, the Price per gallon, and the
total price. Thig ig because there ig some variation in the
volume of containers, and in container tare weight . Therefore,
there is some variation in the amount of gas in the containers

individually marked, the eXchange programs will become
uneconomical, and wil]l be discontinued. NPGA is asking for cpsc
Support in pointing out the pPossible negative safety implications
of requiring container markings. Staff broposed a posgible
compromise wherein the marketer would mark the container to ,
contain some minimum amount of fuel less than the lowest possible
amount of fuel in the container, and to charge the consumer on

bersonnel. Staff wil}l examine the issue, and take action as
needed.

GAS GRILL CONNECTIONS

CPSC staff asked what position Npaa has taken on the
Prest-0O-Lite {POL) fitting versus Quick Disconnect (QD) fitting
issue. NPGA staff responded that their membership is split on
the relative merit of the poL versus the QD. The Association ig



Supportive of connectors having the safety attribute of over
temperature protection, excess flow limitation, and leak
protection. The Association has not taken a position on the

Staff explained that the possibility of the use of old cylinders
without the leak protection attribute (to prevent gas flow until
a4 positive seal ig achieved) ig an important issue to the
Commission staff. NPGA estimated more than 40,000, 000 twenty-
pound cylinders are currently in consumer hands. A number of
possible options were briefly discussed, including retrofitting
all existing cylinder when they are refilled, and the use of
adapters. cCpsC staff asked that our concern be relayed to the
Agsociation membership. It will be discussed at the Technology
and Standards Committee meeting March 14 -16, 1994, which staff
is scheduled to attend.

SULFUR COMPOSITION IN LP-GAS

does not include the sulfur included in the odorant. EPA

residential containers. (In new containers, or containers that
have been open to the atmosphere, the LP-gas is over-odorized to
make up for odorant lost because of Sorption to the container
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