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—EXCEPTED BY: PETITION
CPSC MEETING LOG RULEMAKING ADMIN. PRCDG

~WITH PORTIONS REMOVED:

——————

Date: September 29, 2009

Meeting Between: Commissioner Robert Adler and Dr. Arlene Blum, Univ. of
California / Berkeley

Meeting Topic: Flame Retardant Chemicals and Flammability Standards
Filed By: Dale Ray, EC, Project Mgr., Upholstered Furniture

Attendees:
Commissioner Adler
Arlene Blum, Univ. of Calif.
Chris Hudgins, Int’l. Sleep Products Ass’n.
Philip Wakelyn, Nat’l. Cotton Council
Sean Oberle, Product Safety Letter
Dale Ray, CPSC staff

Summary:

Dr. Blum made a presentation on ‘The Flame Retardant Dilemma,’ in which she
discussed her views of potential health and environmental risks posed by the use of
various flame retardant (FR) chemicals, including brominated FRs (and particularly
polybrominated diphenyl ethers, or PBDEs) and certain chlorinated FRs (particularly
chlorinated tris). Her general position is that fire safety is better served by targeting
regulations at ignition sources, e.g., cigarettes, candles, etc., rather than by requiring or
encouraging the use of FRs in products involved in ignitions. She praised state initiatives
to require reduced ignition propensity cigarettes and to restrict some FR compounds. She
expressed general support for CPSC’s recent mattress rule (16 CFR 1633) and proposed
upholstered furniture rule (pr. 16 CFR 1634), since compliance with these rules could be
achieved without FR additives in fabrics, urethane foam fillings or other upholstery
materials.

Dr. Blum discussed various aspects of EPA’s regulatory authority and activities
on FR chemicals, and generally characterized EPA’s actions as insufficient. She
mentioned a number of FRs considered for production limitations or other controls at the
Stockholm Convention, and expressed concern that increasing numbers of products from
China might continue nonetheless to use ‘prohibited’ FRs, particularly penta — BDE and
chlorinated tris, to meet existing regulations such as California’s Technical Bulletin 117.
She stated that these FR products constitute a significant ‘legacy problem’ for consumers
in California and elsewhere. Prominent among these products were upholstered furniture
and foam-containing baby products like strollers, baby seats and crib pads. She also
expressed concern about the use of these FRs in carpet cushion. A further concern was
the impact of FR usage on firefighter safety, in relation to the potential for dioxin or




furans that could be released from burning FR products. Her overall conclusion was that
TB-117 has not, on balance, been useful in addressing product flammability hazards.

Dr. Blum expressed concern over the relative lack of toxicity and exposure data
for the current substitutes for the FRs she cited (some PBDEs and Chlorinated FRs have
been the subject of EPA regulatory action). She mentioned some results from the EPA’s
Design for the Environment (DfE) program on FRs that echoed these concerns about
limited data. She claimed partial credit for defeating a 2002 International Electrical Code
proposal that would have increased FR usage in the plastic cabinets of TVs, computers
and other electronic products. She also cautioned against positions taken by the National
Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM, an organization she characterized as being
founded with support of the tobacco and chemical producing industries) and the
Californians for Fire Safety, an organization she stated was a chemical industry group
and was responsible for defeating a recent California Assembly bill (A.B. 706) to restrict
FR usage.

In response to some discussion about FRs in upholstery materials, Mr. Ray noted
that CPSC’s 2008 proposed rule on furniture would not require (or prohibit) the use of
any FRs, and that textile and furniture manufacturers had reported that they would not
likely use FR treatments to comply. :

In response to a number of questions from Commissioner Adler, Dr. Blum and
Dr. Wakelyn discussed several elements of Dr. Blum’s presentation. She concluded by
saying she was not seeking any specific action on the part of the Commission on FRs, but
rather she wanted the agency to be aware of the continuing research about the use of
certain FRs, including consumer product applications.

Dr. Blum agreed to send electronic copies of or web links to her presentation and
related materials. These materials will be made available to interested parties. Some of
these, and additional information on this topic, are posted on the web site of Dr. Blum’s
organization, the Green Science Policy Institute (www.greensciencepolicy.org).
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